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Rigging looks like an easy operation that requires no particu lar skill or
experience . But if you have an idea that just anybody can do it, you’re wrong.
Too many workers have lost fingers or hands or have suffered more serious
injuries bec aus e they thoug ht, “An ybody can do that.”
Here are so me do ’s and don ’ts to rem em ber:
1.

N am e one m em ber o f the c rew to act as the sign al person , and instruct the equ ipm ent opera tor to
recogn ize signa ls from that pe rson on ly. The signal person must be careful not to order a m ove until
he/she has received the “all ready” signal from each mem ber of the crew.

2.

Each rigger must be sure they are in the clear before he/she gives an “all ready” to the signal person.
W hen you ha ve positioned the sling or ch oker you’re using, release it, if possible, before you give the
“all rea dy” signal.

3.

If you m ust hold it in pos ition, be s ure your ha nd is c lear of pinch po ints. In fact, your hand should be
far enough away so there’s no possibility of a frayed wire catching your glove and jerking your hand
into a p inch point.

4.

W atch out for the ro ll or s win g of the load. Sin ce it’s alm ost im possible to position the hook exactly
over the load center, there will just about always be a swing or roll. Anticipate the direction of the
swing or roll and work away fro m it.

5.

Never place yourself between material, equipment, or other stationary object and the load. Also, stay
away from stacked material that may be knocked over by a swinging load.

6.

Never stand under the load, and keep from under the boom as much as possible. Chances are that
noth ing will break , but som ething m ight.

7.

Look over the place where the load is to be set. Rem ove unnecessary blocks or other objects that
might fly up if struck by the load.

8.

W hen lowering or setting the load, be sure your feet and all other parts of your body are out from
under it. Set the load dow n easily and slowly so that if it rolls on the blockin g, it w ill be a slow shift
that you can get away from.

Rem ember that teamwork is necessary on any job to prevent injury to yourself an d your partners. B ut in
rigging , crew team work is doub ly importan t.

Disc laime r: Inform ation c onta ined in this ha ndo ut is considered to be correct. If there are questions, please
con tact the Arkansa s W ork ers’ Com pen sation Com m ission /Health an d Sa fety Division.

